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script of ^Eschylus; a Greek treatise on surgery; the Com-
mentaries of Julius Caesar, a Virgil of the fourth century; a
Syriac Gospel of A.D. 556, the Bible copied fiom 690 to 716
by Ceolfrid, Abbot of Wearmouth, and called the Codex
Amiatinus; a Pliny of the tenth century; and numerous
literary treasures connected with the time of Dante and
Petrarch and the Florence of the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries; the whole representing a vast sum of money spent
by the Medici on this splendid contribution towards the
advancement of Learning. It is the parent of all the great
libraries of Europe, and as such deserves to be duly hon-
oured.58

In connection faith this library it is curious to note how
little printing, when, six years after this, it appeared, was
at first welcomed. "Those who owned these rare and costly
manuscripts .of the past, with their beautiful calligraphy,
looked with no favour on crude and ugly reproductions
thereof by a mechanical process." It is recorded by Gre-
gorovius that Federigo Montefeltro, Duke of Urbino (a
prince who was at this time beginning to follow Cosimo's
example in regard to the 'encouragement of Learning and
Art) would not have a printed book in his library.

In 1446 a general war broke out in Italy. As usual, Filippo
Visconti, Duke of Milan, was its leading spirit, and he had
as his allies the Pope and the King of Naples. Against this
powerful coalition were ranged Venice, Florence, Genoa, and
Bologna. The latter were entirely successful, especially when
Cosimo at length managed to separate Naples from the
coalition, and this brought about peace.

In the same year Brunelleschi died,30 Grand funeral obse-
quies were held in the Duomo, where his body lay surrounded
by candles beneath the mighty vault that he had constructed,
and was visited by the whole city. He was buried in the
Duomo, his monument being placed opposite that of A<naolfe,
di Cainbio, he who began and he who finished thus lying